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Teaching Tips
JA America Works
· Explain that you will be helping them to understand how business and entrepreneurship affected economic development of the United States in the 19th Century; noting the improvement in technology and communications since this time.
· Refer to the side bars on the pages throughout the guide book for helpful suggestions and teaching tips.
· Speak with your teacher prior to your visit about dividing the students into groups for you.
· Each session has an “Entrepreneur” to read about. Many volunteers select a student to read this out loud.
Activity 1
· Pass out student workbooks – students can read the descriptions on their own or out loud for you! 
· Make sure you read instructions of the “game” – if the teacher allows, you may be able to hand out candy for winning answers – (ask the teacher for permission before doing this).

· I ask the students if they can define some of the key words / terms in the margin…if they can’t have them refer to the glossary in the back of their workbooks.
Activity 2
· Have teachers help you separate the class into 6 groups for the activity

· Some volunteers have the students work on this as a group – remember there are no right answers, just opinions. This is created to get them thinking about decision making and reasoning.
Activity 3
· Students like the “Strike it Rich” game because they get to “earn” money – have fun with this!
Activity 4
· Have the teachers help you pass out the items to play the game…once you read the instructions, let them play. Walk around and monitor their play; some volunteers like to get in on the action!     
Activity 5
· The students usually like the Morse code exercise…some will ask if the can define the other groups Morse code as well. Feel free to let them if they wish. This is a FUN exercise! 
Activity 6
· Encourage the students the draw a picture of their invention if they wish – have them stand up and report on what they made – encourage them to set a price and have them pick a target market. You will have some creative and interesting inventions! There are no right or wrong answers here! 
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