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Using JA Finance Park™ Online – Volunteer Information 
 

Thank you for helping out during the students’ 

experience with Junior Achievement’s JA Finance Park 

program.   

JA Finance Park is a personal finance curriculum where 

students learn about financial institutions, savings, 

investing, and spending.  The focal point of the 

curriculum is budgeting.  For the past few weeks, the 

students have been working through a curriculum that 

leads to this budgeting exercise. 

During the online exercise, students will receive a fictional life situation that spells out their 

gross annual income, age, marital status, and number of children.  They use this information to 

make choices in seventeen budget categories ranging from housing to transportation to groceries 

to entertainment and much more.   

They will also encounter the consequences of using credit by choosing Home Improvement and 

Furniture packages.  When they make a choice, they will see how long it will take them to pay 

off their choice and how much interest it will cost. 

Students see the ups or downs of the stock market by calculating the opening stock prices on a 

portfolio of five stocks. 

Your Role in the Simulation 

The volunteer at JA Finance Park and during the online experience is 

there to help the students in several ways. 

1. Help to keep the students on task. 

2. Help guide the students in the use of the program. 

3. Help students with math questions. 

4. Share personal experiences with regard to making choices. 

 One example is to suggest that a student whose life 

situation states that they have a spouse and two children 

may not want to choose a sports car during the 

Transportation decision. 

 

You can access the simulation and receive the same experience as the students.  It will take about 

30-45 minutes of your time to see what the students will see.  You don’t have to complete the 

simulation, but it will be helpful get through (at least) the Furniture choice.  Ask your child’s 

teacher for the codes (or contact JA of Mississippi Valley using the e-mail or phone below.). 

  

 Teacher PIN  ______________  

 Student PIN  ______________  

 
If you have questions, please contact us at jafinancepark@jastl.org or 636-728-0707. 

mailto:jafinancepark@jastl.org
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How Students Use JA Finance Park Online 

Open Internet Explorer, and begin by going to www.jafp.org 

NOTE: Students may want to use their own calculator instead of the one provided on computer. 

 

On the drop-down menu, choose: 

St. Louis Area 
 

 

 

 

 

Students read the starting page and then 

click on “Students click here to begin” 

 

 

 

 

 

They should enter the Login information: 

First Name 

Last Name 

Student PIN (received from teacher) 

Teacher PIN (received from teacher) 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the mission and “Let’s Begin!” 
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Your Life Situation describes their income, job, and 

education.  It will give them an idea about why they earn 

this gross annual income.  

 

Click Next to continue. 

 

 

 

Net Monthly Income (NMI): Students calculate 

NMI.  This is how much you actually will have to 

spend during the program.   

Did they receive a Lucky Change Card – extra 

money for your budget? 

The software won’t let the student advance if they 

make a mistake in their calculations.  Try again. 

 

 

Spending Options:  Most pages 

include a description of the budget 

category and then continue to the 

decision page. 

 

 

 

Students make decision(s) by following the 

directions and click “Next”.   

Some forms may include calculations to complete. 

The software won’t let the student advance if they 

make a mistake in their calculations.  Try again. 
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Total Remaining: The 

software provides a running 

total of how much students 

have left to allocate into 

their budget. 

 

You can use the “Think about it!” items to help guide their understanding of the 

decisions they face. 

 

Water/Sewer/Trash 

IMPORTANT NOTE: All calculations must be rounded to 

the nearest whole number. 
 .49 cents and below, round down to current dollar (6.23 = 6) 

 .50 cents and above, round up to next dollar (14.65 = 15) 

 

 

 

 

Personal Investment Report: During the program, after students determine their 

saving amount, they will calculate the opening value of a stock portfolio.  Later 

they will see if the value went up or down. 

 

1. Look at the ticker scrolling across your 

screen. Each number represents the price for 

one share of a company’s stock  

2. Enter that number under the Opening Price 

per Share column.  

3. Multiply the Number of Shares by the 

Opening Price per Share to calculate the 

Opening Value for each stock. 
4. Add all the Opening Values to calculate the 

Total Portfolio Value. 
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Once they complete the project, they 

will land on the Budget Menu page. 

It lists all the categories, and how 

much was spent on each.  

Note that one of the budget 

categories is saving! 

Clicking on any category name will 

link back to the decision page. 

If the Total Remaining is $0, the 

Submit Payment and Print 

Report button will be available. 

If not, hyperlink back to the 

categories and revise 

choices to balance to 

zero. 

 

When they finish, they receive a final Budget 

Review report.  Teachers also have access to 

this report. 

The report shows: 

 Their gross annual salary, taxes, and net 

monthly income. 

 Their spending & saving decisions 

o Including a suggested range 

o Teachers can compare how much 

they saved each month to their 

other decisions. 

 Value of their Investment Portfolio 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for 

your help! 


